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Alberta Canola’s Mandate

• Fund Research and Development

• Fund Market Development Initiatives

• Engage Growers

• Advise Governments



What is Canola?
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2024 Canola Acres & Production

Source: Canola Council of Canada
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Canola Economic Impact

Source: Canola Council of Canada
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The evolution of 
trade frictions



Source: Canola Council of Canada

Dec-2018 
Meng Wanzhou, Huawei 
executive, was arrested in 
Vancouver, Canada, at the 
request of the United States for 
extradition. 

Early March 2019 
Chinese customs authorities began 
increasing inspections and blocking 
canola shipments from Canada, 
citing the alleged detection of 
"hazardous organisms" or pests in 
the seed.

Canola: target of Chinese retaliation

Richardson International 
Ltd., one of Canada's largest 
grain processors, was 
notified that China had 
revoked its export permit 
for canola seed.

The Canola Council of 
Canada announced that 
Chinese importers were 
unwilling to purchase 
Canadian canola seed, 
effectively stopping all 
trade of the seed.

May-2022 

China trade restrictions on 
the companied were lifted

March 22, 2019 March 5, 2019 



Source: Canola Council of Canada

• Combined with existing tariffs on canola seed, oil and meal have 
effectively closed the Chinese market to Canadian canola.

Mid-2024 
Canada's public consultation 
process in mid-2024 
regarding potential policy 
responses to address unfair 
trade practices by China in 
the electric vehicle (EV) 
sector.

Aug-2024 
Government of Canada 
announces 100% surtax 
on EVs, 25% surtax on 
steel and Aluminum 
products.

Sep-2024 

Timeline of trade related events

China announces and 
launches anti-dumping and 
anti-discriminatory 
investigations into Canadian 
canola seed and oil and 
meal, respectively.

Mar-2025 
China announces a 100% 
tariff on Canadian canola oil 
and meal imports from 
Canada.

Jul-2025 

Government of Canada 
announces 100% surtax 
25% surtax on steel and 
Aluminum products 
smelted in China.

Aug-2025 

China announces a 75.8% 
tariff on Canadian seed 
imports  from Canada.

Sep-2025 

China extends the 
investigation deadline 
to March 9, 2026



Decoupling of crop correlations 



Widening AB basis: adequate stocks
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Canola Industry 
Response:
Expand Market 
Access 



Expanding trade with existing 
markets
• Canola seed exports to EU to increase 158%

• Canola seed exports to Japan to increase 60%

• Canola seed exports to Mexico to  increase 40%

• Canola seed exports to Bangladesh to increase 
by almost threefold



Canola Industry 
Response:
Domestic 
Diversification
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2024 Canola Exports to the US



CI Reduction 
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Source: Biofuels in Canada, Navius Research (2024) and Advanced Biofuels Canada Association

Biofuels Consumption by Province in 2023
 



AB to be a net producer of biofuels
•Alberta will have approximately 1.5 billion litres/year of renewable alternative diesel

• Imperial Oil Limited Strathcona (Renewable diesel)- 1.16 BL/year

• ADM Lloydminster (Biodiesel)- 0.322 BL/year

•Co-processing (at 5%) in Alberta’s existing refineries could add an additional  1.3 billion 
litres/year, 

•Alberta’s installed capacity will provide $8.4 billion per year of economic impact.1

• It will create approximately 3 million tonnes of canola seed domestic demand.

1: Derived from Global Data Report adjusted for the  bio-based diesel production capacity



Canola Industry Wishlist

•Regain access to the Chinese market

•Continued expansion of demand in other international markets

• Significant demand coming from the domestic biofuel industry

1: Derived from Global Data Report adjusted for the  bio-based diesel production capacity



Recap
•Canola is mark of Canadian ingenuity and Innovation

•Canola is a clear target for trade disputes with China

• In response to being shut out of China:
• Expand international markets
• Expand domestic utilization 

• The prospects for domestic biofuel utilization are bright, given consistent political 
support

Wishlist include:
• Regain Chinese market access in a timely manner
• Continued demand in other international markets
• Significant demand coming from the domestic biofuel industry

1: Derived from Global Data Report adjusted for the  bio-based diesel production capacity



albertacanola.com

780-243-0862

bijon@albertacanola.com

14560  116 Avenue NW
Edmonton, AB  T5M 3E9

CONTACT
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